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PTI 
NEW DELHI 

Some Pakistani elements are 
using social media to alleg-
edly circulate "misleading 
and unverified satellite 
images", falsely claiming 
strikes on Indian military fa-
cilities in Punjab during Op-
eration Sindoor with the aim 
to "resurrect a failed nar-
rative", people familiar with 
the matter said. 

Independent verification of 
the locations shown in these 
images "confirms that no de-
struction or damage is vis-
ible" at the alleged targets, 
they said on Friday. 

The latest social media 
push relies on unverified ima-
gery and "recycled propa-
ganda", which does not 
withstand independent scru-

tiny, they added. 
India launched Operation 

Sindoor last year on May 7 in 
response to the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack, and engaged in a 
four-day military conflict 
with Pakistan. 

Indian officials and mili-
tary officers during press 
briefings then had under-
lined that they had to also 
counter a "misinformation 
campaign". 

In a desperate attempt to 
"resurrect a failed narrative", 
some Pakistani elements have 
"once again turned to social 
media to circulate misleading 
and unverified satellite 
images, falsely claiming 
strikes on Indian military fa-
cilities in Punjab, including 
areas around Amritsar, dur-
ing Operation Sindoor," a per-
son familiar with the matter 

said. The facts, however, re-
main unchanged and there is 
no credible evidence to sup-
port claims of Pakistani 
strikes on Indian military fa-
cilities in Punjab during Op-
eration Sindoor, they said. 

Indian military facilities 

cited in the posts "remain in-
tact, with no signs of blast im-
pact, structural damage, or 
secondary effects that would 
be expected from a strike," 
another person familiar with 
the matter said. 

The sudden appearance of 

these visuals seven months 
later, "without verifiable 
timestamps, satellite-source 
details, or corroboration, sug-
gests a post facto attempt to 
manufacture evidence rather 
than present genuine docu-
mentation," they added. 

Cong-BJP clash over B’desh player’s selection in KKR

Pak pushes disinformation again to 
revive debunked claims on Op Sindoor 
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The issue of IPL franchisee Kol-
kata Knight Riders retaining 
Bangladesh player Mustafizur 
Rahman for the 2026 season in 
the midst of violence against 
Hindus in the neighbouring 
country has snowballed into a 
major controversy with several 
BJP MPs attacking KKR co-
owner and film star Shah Rukh 
Khan by calling him a “traitor” 
and various Congress leaders 
jumping to his defence by ter-
ming such remarks as an attack 
on India’s pluralism. 

With the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India, which organ-
ised the Indian Premier League, 
officially maintaining silence on 
the issue, since it involves a deci-
sion by the Centre, the Congress 
also picked on the Board chair-
person Jay Shah for the situ-
ation. 

The first salvo in the matter 
was fired by outspoken BJP 
leader and former legislator 
from Uttar Pradesh Sangeet 
Som who termed the actor a 
“traitor” for bidding for the 
Bangladeshi cricket. “On the 
one hand, Hindus are being 
killed in Bangladesh, and on the 

other hand, cricketers are being 
bought in the IPL auction. Shah 
Rukh Khan bought Rahman by 
spending Rs 9 crore. Anti-India 
slogans are raised in Bangla-
desh .. but traitors like Shah 
Rukh Khan are helping them … 
“ His remarks found support 
from other BJP leaders like 
Delhi MP Praveen Khandelwal 
who insisted that “Shah Rukh 
Khan has to decide whether he 
will stand with anti-national 
forces or stand with the people 
of India.” 

Various Congress and other 
Opposition leaders were quick 
to criticise such remarks. Con-

gress Whip in Lok Sabha 
Manickam Tagore wrote in a 
post on “X” that, “Calling Super 
star Shah Rukh Khan a `traitor’ 
is an attack on India’s pluralism. 
Hate cannot define national-
ism.” 

Party’s social media and digi-
tal platforms head Supriya Shri-
nate targeted BCCI and its 
chairperson Jay Shah in the 
matter saying, “Home minister’s 
son, Jay Shah, should answer 
who put the Bangladeshi 
players in the pool where IPL 
players are bought and sold. He 
is the main decision-maker in 
cricket all around the world.” 

‘Indians travelling to Saudi 
Arabia need clearance for 
carrying restricted drugs’
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

Indians travelling to Saudi 
Arabia should obtain prior 
permission for carrying cer-
tain "restricted" medicines in 
and out of the country, as the 
Kingdom there has intro-
duced a mandatory online 
clearance system, the NCB 
said on Friday. 

The federal anti-narcotics 
agency, in a statement, said 
the General Directorate of 
Narcotics Control, India 
Country Office, Saudi Arabia, 
has formally communicated 
to it that certain medicines 
that are legally available in 
India or other countries may 
be prohibited or subject to re-
strictions in the Kingdom. 

"It has also been informed 
that carrying medicines in ex-
cess of prescribed limits may 
also attract regulatory action," 
the Narcotics Control Bureau 
(NCB) said. 

The West Asian country 
has launched an electronic 
service platform -- with the 
web address 
https://cds.sfda.gov.sa -- for 

submission of applications 
and related details. Per-
mission can be sought online 
for the medicines intended to 
be carried for personal use. 

As per the advisory, the 
NCB said, applications are 
required to be submitted by 
those who are travelling or 
their authorised represen-
tatives through the platform. 

"Travellers are also advised 
to consult the official list of re-
stricted and prohibited medi-
cines issued by the Saudi 
authorities prior to undertak-
ing travel," it said. 

The NCB added that Indian 
travellers are advised to verify 
the permissibility of medi-
cines they intend to carry and 
to obtain the requisite appro-
vals, wherever applicable, be-
fore travel.

No shortcut 
to knowledge, 
reading every 
day is vital: 
Tripura CM  
IANS 
AGARTALA 

Tripura Chief Minister Manik 
Saha on Friday said that there 
is no shortcut to success in life 
and emphasised that reading 
every day is essential to ac-
quiring knowledge and 
achieving goals. 

After inaugurating the 44th 
Agartala Book Fair, the Chief 
Minister said, “Pen is mightier 
than the sword. Every day, we 
are creating a page. There is 
no shortcut; we must read 
every day, and this is the only 
way to achieve everything.” 

 
Encouraging students to 

read beyond textbooks, the 
Chief Minister said books 
strengthen vocabulary, im-
prove writing skills, and ex-
pand thinking and 
consciousness. 

“Our brain is the most 
powerful library. Children 
must be encouraged to read 
books beyond their school 
textbooks so that their 
thoughts broaden and their 
creativity improves.”  

Drugs valued at 
Rs 20 cr seized 
at Indo-Pak 
border; 3 held
IANS 
JAIPUR 

Rajasthan Police on Friday ar-
rested three smugglers and 
seized heroin valued at Rs 20 
crore, which was being 
smuggled into Sri Ganganagar.  
The official said that the police 
arrested three smugglers and 
recovered 4.88 kg of heroin 
along with the drone. 

Sri Ganganagar Super-
intendent of Police (SP) Am-
rita Duhan disclosed the 
details of the smuggling oper-
ation during a press confer-
ence held at Gharsana police 
station on Friday. According 
to the SP, the heroin consign-
ment was sent from Pakistan 
via drone, which crashed at 
the same location where the 
drugs were dropped. 

On the night of January 1, a 
police team from Rawla police 
station was conducting rou-
tine patrols when they spotted 
three youths behaving suspi-
ciously near the 15 KND cul-
vert on the canal bank. The 
suspects were carrying a 
plastic sack. On seeing the po-
lice vehicle, they attempted to 
flee but were quickly sur-
rounded and apprehended.  

During the search, police 
recovered 4 kg 88 grams of 
heroin packed in three 
packets and a DJI drone. 

The arrested accused have 
been identified as Jagnadeep 
Singh alias Labbu Singh (26), a 
resident of Chak 10 K (Anup-
garh); Neetu Singh alias Rav-
neet Singh (21), a resident of 
Dabli Rathan (Hanumangarh); 
and Satpal Singh (27), a resi-
dent of Chak 04 STR (Ghar-
sana). Police said 1,019 grams 
of heroin were recovered 
from Jagnadeep Singh, 2,048 
grams from Neetu Singh, and 
1,021 grams from Satpal Singh. 
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